Greek Readings
Series A, Advent 2
Matthew 3:1-12

e Versel
o Translate 'Ev ¢ taig nuépoig Exeivang What is the function
of the conjunction 6&? (cf. Mt 2:19-23, Gibbs 1:157)
o Parse mopayiveton Why is this verb in the present tense?

(cf. Voelz 177, 179)
Look up &pnuog in BDAG (391f). What is the significance of this word in Matthew’s
gospel? (cf. 3:3;4:1; 11:7; 24:26; Gibbs 158)

e Verse2 and 3

o Parse petavoeite What is the wider theological meaning of this verb
in Matthew? (cf. 4:17; 10:7; 11:20, 21; 12:41; Gibbs 158)

o Parse fjyywev What is the eschatological thrust of the phrase, “the kingdom
of heaven is near?” (cf. Mt 4:27; 10:7; Gibbs 159ff)

o Parse obtocg To whom does this pronoun refer? Why is
this significant in light of Isaiah 40:3? (cf. Mt 11:10)

o Inthe LXX Is 40:3 concludes, “make straight the paths of our God.” Why is this change
significant for Matthew? (cf. 1:21-23; Gibbs 163)

e Verse4-6

o Translate Todvvnc giyev 10 &vévpa antod dmd Tpdv kaunlov kai {ovny deppativiy
nePL TV OGPLY AV TOD
Why does Matthew specifically mention John’s apparel? (cf. 2 Ki 1:8; Mal 4:5, 6; Mt
11:14)
Parse é€emopeveto What is its force? (cf. Voelz 70)
Parse éBantilovto What is its force? (cf. Voelz 70)
Parse é€opohoyovpevol How is this participle connected to the
previous finite verb? (cf. Voelz 135)

o Note the two “all”’s in verse 5 (ndoa . . . mdoa). What is this figure of speech is called?

o How is the inclusion of the word apaptiog preparatory for the work of Jesus? (cf. Mt

1:21;9:2,5, 6; 26:28; Gibbs 164)

® Verse7 and 8

(@)

Translate t@v Qaproaiov Kol Xaddovkaimv
What implication is made by the use of only one article? (cf. Mt 16:1, 6, 11, 12; Gibbs
165-66)
Parse épyopévoug Look up éniin BDAG (366, note 11) How are we
to understand the purpose of the actions of the Pharisees and Sadducees? (cf. Mt 3:7-11;
Gibbs 155)




o Translate yevwfquota £0vav. Note its use in Mt 23:33.
How are the purposes of these two uses similar?

o Parse momocarte How is this phrase to be understood? (cf. Ac 26:20; Ja
2:24-26; AC XII; Ap XII 131)
e Verse9
o Parse d0&nte What is the force of the construction formed pn
+ SUBJ? (Voelz 194)
o ParseAéyev What is its force? (cf. Gibbs 156)
o Translate téxva 1® ABpadp How is this phrase juxtaposed to

the previous reference to offspring? (cf. v7)

e Verse 10
o Parse kettan What action does this verb signify? (BDAG 537f)
o Parse éxkonteton and BaAieton What does the tense of these verbs

indicate concerning John’s view of the judgment? (cf. 3:2; Gibbs 156)
o This exact phrase is repeated in Mt 7:19. In what way might this be significant?

e Verse 11
o What construction is formed by pév ... 6&? (cf. Voelz 96) How is its
force enhanced by the addition of Ey® . . . adtog? (Cf. Gibbs 156)
o Translate €ig petdvolav Parse petavolav Look up

eig in BDAG (288fY). Note definition 10a. Why is this an unsatisfactory rendition? (cf.
Ac 2:38; Gibbs 156, Voelz 43)

o Parsevpdg(11a) To whom does this pronoun refer? (cf. v6)
Parse vuag (11¢) To whom does this pronoun refer? (cf. v5, 7; Gibbs 157)

o Parse Bonticet What does the tense of this verb indicate concerning
the time of its action?

e Verse 12

o Parse o0 To whom does this pronoun refer? (cf. v3, 11; Jn 1:33; 2 Th 1.7,
8; Gibbs 172)

o Parse dtaxaBapiel, cuvdéet, and katoKovoE How do the tenses of these
verbs help explain the previous statement? (cf. Gibbs 172)

o Parse aopéote What is its force? (cf. Voelz 258)

o How does the vocabulary of verse 12 (citov, dyvpov, mopi) allude to the theme of verse
10? (cf. 6évopwv,kapmov, mdp; Gibbs 173)

Integration of Meaning
Summarize the theme of this pericope in one sentence using the Law and Gospel elements found
in the text.



