Greek Readings
Series A, Proper 20
Matt. 20:1-16
Verse 1
o Notice that the phrase Opoia yép €otv 1) facireio TV ovpavav also appears in Mt. 13:31,
33, 44, 45, 47. Look up these passages. What is the context of each?
. What does Jesus mean by “kingdom™? (cf. BDAG, p. 168)

o What is the meaning of oikodeondtng? (cf. BDAG, p. 695) . To whom
does this term most often refer in Matthew? (cf. TDNT 2:49, BDAG, p. 659; Mt. 13:52, 20:1,
21:33; see also, Lk. 14:21; Mk. 10:25; Lk. 13:25)

o Give the dictionary entry and meaning of aumeldva? (cf. BDAG, p. 55) . What
does this word often refer to in the OT? (cf. Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 12:10?

Verse 2

o Parse coppwvioac. . This word is rare to the NT; what is its particular

meaning in this context and why is this 1mportant‘7 (cf. BDAG, p.961; TDNT 9:304; Mt.
18:19, 20:2; Acts 5:9)

o Translate peta t@v Epyatdv. . What is the difference in meaning between
peta + gen. and peta + acc.?

o What is the value of a dnvapiov? (ctf. BDAG, p.223; Mt 18:28, 20:2, 22:19; Mk. 6:37, 12:15,
14:5; Lk. 7:41, etc.) . Why is this point important for understanding
the meaning of this parable? (cf. v.13) .

o v nuépav is in the accusative case. Why?

Verse 3

o Parse éotdtag. . Give the dictionary entry. . Is this word
transitive or intransitive, and how can you tell the difference?

o In what sense are the laborers apyog? (cf. BDAG, p.128, 1; TDNT 1: 452 Mt. 20:3, 6; 1 Tim.

5:13) . How is this distinguished from its other meanings? (cf. BDAG,
p-128, 1, 2; Tit 1:12; Js 2:20; 2 Pet 1:8; Mt. 12:36)

Verse 4

o Translate xoi 0 £€dv 1] dikoiov dSDOGM VYiv. . This is equivalent to
what type of condition? ?

o Note the emphatic placement of d éav 7§ Sixatov before Sdow Vyiv. . What
would the laborers probably have assumed about their wages compared to the first group of
laborers? . How does this compare with the master’s actions in
vv.9-10 and their own expectations?

Verse 5

o Various “hours” are recorded in this parable. What is the contemporary equivalent for the
third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours? (Cf. BDAG 2c, p. 1102)

o Translate the idiom énoincev acavtwg. (cf. BDAG, p.841, 3d; see also Lk. 3:11, 10:37b)

Verse 6

o Parse é&el0mv. . Give the dictionary entry.

Verse 7

o Parse éucsbmoaro. . What is the significance of c06w? (cf. BDAG, pp.
653-54) .

o What might this response, particularly oddeig, indicate about these laborers and their
condition as apyoi? . How might this distinguish this master from the

others who did not hire these laborers?
o Translate 'Yrdyete kai Vpeig €ic Tov auneddvo. What type of koi is this? (cf. Smyth, p.652,
§2881) how might this reinforce the intended response of the laborers as well as the master?

Verse 8-9
o Explain oyiog . . . yevopévng. . .




o 0 kbvplog tod dpmerdvog (cf. 21:40; see also, 9:38, 18:27) for oikodeondtNg (cf 13:52,

21:33). . Why is this contextually significant?
o Parse dmodoc. . Give the dictionary entry. . What is
the significance of amodidopo? (cf. BDAG, p. 5) . What meaning
did this same verb have last week? (cf. Mt. 18:25, 26, 28) .
e Verse 10
o Parse Muyovtat. . Give the dictionary entry.
o Translate kai avtot. . What does this emphatic phrase help communlcate
about the first workers?
e Verse 1l
o Parse &yoyyvlov. . What might the tense of this verb signify about the
laborers? .
o Translate kotd oD oikodeondTOUL. . What is the difference in
meaning between kotd + gen. and katd + acc.?
e Verse 12
o piav dpav is in the accusative case. Why? .
o Translate icovg NIV awToNG £moincag. . Parse iocovg.

. What does this adjective modify?

o What is the meaning of icovc? (cf. BDAG, p.481; Rev. 21:16; Acts 11:17; Mk 14:56, 59;
John 5:18; Lk. 6:34; Phil 2:6) What are the spiritual implications of this
word? (cf. TDNT 3:348)

o What is the meaning of Bactécact? (cf. BDAG, p. 171 2bp; see also Rev 2:2, John 16:12;

Rom 15:1; Rev 2:3) . How does Mt. 8:17 help us to understand
Baotdlw as it relates to the laborers of Jesus?
e Verse 13
o Parse Etaipe. . Why is the master’s use of this word important and how
might we understand it better in light of Mt. 22:12; 26:50? .
o Parse 40k®. . Give the dictionary entry. . Why might

this word have particular importance for understanding the master? (cf. TDNT 1:157; BDAG,
p.20, 1; Acts 7:26; 2 Cor. 7:2; 1 Cor. 6:8; Cal 4:12; Acts 25:10)

o Translate ovyi dnvapiov GLVEEOVNGAS Lot . What type of response
does this question anticipate? . Notice that onvapiov is a genitive of
price.

e Verse 14

o In the phrase 6éAm 6 TovTE T® €0yaT® dodvar Mg kai 6oi, what is the particular tone of the
verbs 6éAm and 6idwpt? . What does this reveal to us about the master?

o Did the tovt® @ oyt deserve a day’s wage? . Why is this important?

e Verse 15

o Parse notficat.

o The phrase 6¢0aii6g TOVNPOG appears in Mt. 6:23,20:15; Mk. 7:22. To what does this
phrase refer? . How does this relate to grace?

o What is the significance of dyaf6¢ here (“good” is wrong! Cf. BDAG 2a, p. 4)

e Verse 16
o Parse &covrat. . Give the dictionary entry.
o How does v.16 relate to Mt. 19:27-30?

Integration of Meaning
Summarize the theme of this pericope in one sentence using the Law and Gospel elements found in
the text.



