Greek Readings

Series A, Proper 27
Matt. 25:1-13
Verse 1
o Parse opowwOncetat. . The formula 6poiwOnceton 1| Bactieio TdV

ovpav®dv appears several times in Matthew’s Gospel (cf. 13:24; 18:23; 22:2). Why is the
tense of the main verb here interesting given the context of this parable?

o The term voupiog appears only twice in Matthew; once in 9:15 and then in 25:1f. How
does 9:15 help us determine who the bridegroom is here? .
o How does vmdvinoig also help us determine the identity of the bridegroom? (cf. 8:34)

Verse 2
o What is the meaning of pwpdc , -4, -6v? (cf. BDAG, 663, a)
o Parse foav. . Give the dictionary entry.

o How do the other instances of ppdviog in Matthew’s gospel help us understand its
meaning here? (cf. 7:24; 10:16; 24:45)
o Do pwpodg and ppévipog refer simply to intellectual capacities? If not state why.

Verse 3
o Parse XOLBOUGOLL
o V.3 states o0k EAafov ped’ Eavtdv Elatov. What is it that the foolish virgins do not

anticipate? . Why might this be the case?

Verse 4

o The @povipor are credited with ELafov ELatov &v 101 dyyeioc. What is it that they
anticipate that the foolish do not? . How is this related to

their being ppdviyot?
o In one word, what appears to be the main theme of this parable given the available
information?
Verse S
o What type of construction is ypoviCovtog ... T0d voueiov? (cf. Voelz, 2 edn., 149f.; 3
edn., 133f))
0 How is the meaning of ypoviCovtog central to this parabler? (cf. BDAG, p.1092, 2a)

o Parse évi)cwéow . The verb vvotdlw is quite rare (cf. 2 Pt. 2:3);
what does this word mean? (cf. BDAG, p.683)
o Parse éxaBevdov. . What is important about this Word given

its other uses in Matthew’s gospel? (especially consider the context of this passage and
the context of the others; cf. 8:24; 9:24; 13:25; 26:40-46)

Verse 6
o What is the meaning of péong ... voxtog? (cf. BDAG, p.682, 1b)

o How does kpavyn yéyovev, 1600 0 vopeioc, relate to 24:43-447

o Parse é&épyeobe. . Give the dictionary entry.




e Verse7
o What is the meaning of ékdécuncav tac Aaurddag Eavtdv? (cf. BDAG, p.560, 1)
. What is the effect of this action on the lamps?

e Verse8
o Parse Aore. . Give the dictionary entry.

o What is the meaning of csstvovwf? (cf. BDAG, p.917, a)
Look up Prov. 13:9 and Job 18:5. How do these passages confirm the meaning of v. 8‘7

e Verse9
o What is the meaning of Mnmote 0b un? (cf. BDAG, p.649, 4)
How does this phrase illustrate the intentions of the wise virgins?

o Parse dpkéon. . Why is this verb in the
subjunctive?

o Given the theme of this parable, how might the response of the wise virgins be
understood as something other than selfishness?

e Verse10

o &rtowot also shows up in 24:44. What do we learn about &towpot in 24:44 that guides us in
our understanding here?

o We have already witnessed the use of ydpovg in 22:1-14. What umque aspect is there for
yauovg in both pericopes and why is this important for the church?

o What does the phrase ékxAeicOn 1 00pa depict? (cf. Gen. 7:16; Isa. 22:22; Lk 13:25; Rev.
3:7; TDNT 3:178) .
e Versell
o Notice the use of the term Aowrai for the pwpai. Why is this term now used and to what
does it contrast?
o What is the relation between the cry Kvpie k0pie here and 7:21-22?

e Verse 12
o How do the words of the bridegroom Apmv Aéym Dpiv, ovk oida Vudc here relate to 7:23?

o What may be said about the desire of the Aowrtai to enter the wedding banquet, given the
requirements to enter, and the rejection of the bridegroom?

e Versel3
o Parse I'pnyopetre. . What is the meaning of this word and how
does it indicate the main point of this parable? (cf. BDAG, p.208, 2)

o To what do the fjuépav and the dpav explicitly refer? (cf. 24:36, 42, 44, 50)

Integration of Meaning
Come up with a sermon title and two to three supporting points.



